
Loreto High School Key Stage 3 Music Learning 
Journey

8
YEAR

7
YEAR

The Elements 
of Music

Graphic 
Notation & 

Graphic Scores

Effective 
Keyboard 

Performance 
Technique

Treble Clef 
Staff Notation

Sharps and 
Flats

Pulse/Beat

Simple Time
Signatures

Note Durations

Ostinato

Rhythm Grid 
Notation

Polyrhythms

String 
Instruments

Performing as 
an Orchestral

Ensemble

Woodwind 
Instruments

Brass 
Instruments

Timbre and 
Sonority

Percussion 
Instruments

Popular 
Song 

Structure

Leitmotif

Treble & 
Bass Clefs

Treble Clef 
Pitch Notation

(Listening, Performing 
& Composing)

Christmas 
Performance

MelodyBass Riff

Blues ScaleBlues Chord 
Sequence

Textures and 
Layers

Blues Song 
Structure

Call and Response
Powerful Lyrics

Steady Beat

Off Beat Rhythms

Master
Drummer

Ostinato

Chromaticism

Gamelan Pentatonic Scales

Chords as an 
Accompaniment: 

Keyboard, Guitar, Ukulele

Rhythm

West, East 
and North 

African 
Musical 
Styles

Haunted House 
(Elements of Music)

Christmas Performance 
(Pitch Notation)

Orchestral Greats 
(Elements of Music)

Music from 
Around the World

March  & 
Waltz
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Film Music Songwriting
(Performance)
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Work and Protest 
Songs

Reggae

Leitmotif

Soundtrack
Sound Effect

AO1:  
Performing

Excellence   Truth    Justice   Sincerity  Freedom   Joy  Internationality

AO2:  
Composing

Year 7 Year 9

Music 
GCSE

YEAR

9

AO3:  
Musical 

Knowledge

Music 
BTEC

AO1:  
Performing

AO2:  
Composing

Year 7 Year 9

AO3:  
Musical 

Knowledge

AO4:  
Appraising



Music Department Key Stage 4 Learning Journey GCSE Music

10
YEAR

9
YEAR

Major, Minor, 
Blues Scales

History of the 
Blues

Baroque

The Development of 
the Orchestra

Classical Basso 
Continuo 

Pachelbel’s 
Canon

Ballads Jigs & Reels

Modes

Concertino & 
Ripieno

Ostinato

Baroque 
Orchestration: 

Including 
Harpsichord

Fugue

Concerto 
Grosso

Q&A/Call and 
Response 
Phrases

Countermelody

Romantic

11
YEAR

Polyphony

SyncopationPush 
Rhythms

LeitmotifsMusic for 
Stage & Screen

End of 
Act I

Fanfare

Quartal 
Harmony

Intervals: 
4ths, 

5ths, 7ths 

Rebel 
Blockade 

Runner Theme

Triplets

Inverted 
Pedal

Extended 
Chords

Sparse Texture

Bossa Nova

Types and 
Styles of Jazz

Chords I, IV & V
and I7, IV & V7

Tempo Rubato

Acoustic 
Guitar, 

Acoustic Bass 
Guitar

Vocals Low 
Tessitura

No Choruses

Rhythm: 
Syncopation, 
Bossa Nova 

Groove

Altered 
Chords

Jazz & 
Modes

Improvisation

Harmonics, 
Glissando, 
Mordents, 

Double 
Stopping

DictationModulations

Harmonic Devices
Chord 

Recognition

Melodic 
Devices

African 
Musical 

Instruments

Electronic 
Dance 
Music

Layered 
TextureSyncopation

Celtic 
Music

LoopsFusion

Sonata Form

Pathetique

Development of 
the Piano

Murky Bass

Phase Shifter, 
Reverb, Delay, 
Compression, 
EQ, Panning

12/8 metreGuitar 
Effects

Falsetto

Glam Rock OverdubbingWord Painting Minor KeyGround Bass

OedipusChromaticismStrophic

Instruments 
of Folk Music

Simple and 
Compound 

Time 
Signatures

Virtuosic

ABA Main 
Theme

Harmony:
Intervals

Ragtime

Blues Music

Excellence   Truth    Justice   Sincerity  Freedom   Joy  Internationality

Western Musical Periods 
& History 

Folk Music of the 
British Isles

Music around the 
World & Fusions
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Set Work: ReleaseUnfamiliar Listening 

Set Work: QueenSet Work: Purcell 

Revision

Michael 
Nyman: Time 

Lapse

Variation 
Techniques: 
Retrograde, 
Inversion, 

Augmentation, 
Diminution

Major and 
Minor Keys

Variations 
Composition

Major, minor 
Chords, Pedal

Indian Music/ 
Bhangra

Samba/ Bossa 
Nova

West African 
Music/ Afro Celt

Folk Rock

AO4:  
Appraising

AO1:  
Performing

AO2:  
Composing

Year 9

AO3:  
Musical 

Knowledge

Year 11

Grave

Exam & 
Post-16

Destination
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Unit 5: Introducing Music Performance…….…

Unit 2: Managing a Music Product

Music Department Key Stage 4 Learning Journey BTEC Music

10
YEAR

9
YEAR

11
YEAR

Excellence   Truth    Justice   Sincerity  Freedom   Joy  Internationality

Unit 7: 
Introducing 

Music 
Sequencing

Unit 1: The 
Music 

Industry

Unit 2: 
managing a 

Music 
Product

Year 9

Unit 5: 
Introducing 

Music 
Performance

Year 11

Exam & 
Post-16

Destination

Develop music performance skills 
and review your own practiceUse your music performance skills 

within rehearsal and performance

Rhythm/Timing/Beat
-matching

BPM/Beats/Bars & 
Phrases

Understanding 
Dance Music styles

Understanding DJ 
Software & 
Hardware

DJ 
Techniques

Organisations within 
the music industry

Job roles within the 
music industry

Venues & Live 
Performance

Health, 
Safety & 

Security in 
Venues

Record 
Companies 

& 
Publishing 
Companies 

Promotion

Broadcasting

Marketing 
& 

distribution

Performance 
& Creative 

Roles

Management 
& promotion 

Roles

Recording 
Roles

Media Roles

Employment 
Patterns

Breaking into 
the industry

Introducing Music Products
Introducing Music 

Promotion

Live Concerts Digital 
Downloads

Physical music 
products

Streaming Platforms
Target Audiences

Posters

Social Media

Radio 
Press Release

Production 
Meetings

Plan/Develop & Deliver a 
Music Product

Research & 
Development

Scheduling 

Developing 
MaterialCopyright

U
n

it
 5

: I
n

tr
o

d
u

ci
n

g 
M

u
si

c 
Pe

rf
o

rm
an

ce

Unit 5: Introducing 
Music Performance

Unit 2: Managing a       
Music Product

Promote a Music ProductReview a Music Product

Promotional 
Package 

Development

Audience/ 
Customer 
Response 

Project 
Review: 

Strengths & 
Weaknesses

Develop music 
performance skills and 

review your own practice

Use your music 
performance skills within 

rehearsal and performance

Setting Hot 
Cues

Understanding FX: 
Delay/HPF/LPF/Reverb

Using 
EQ’s

Beat-matching

Log Book Entries

Cue Drumming

Scratching 
Techniques

Manual/Auto-
Looping

Using the Jog-
Wheel

Performance 
Review

Unit 1: The Music 
Industry

Unit 7: Music 
Sequencing

Organisations within 
the music industry

Job roles within the 
music industry

Royalty Collection 
Agencies: 

PRS/PPL/MCPS

Unions

Record label 
Structure

8 Mark/4 Mark Q’s 

Explore Music 
Sequencing 
Techniques

Introduction to 
DAW’s

Introducing 
MIDI

Note Input

Applying FX: 
EQ/Reverb/D

elayDrum 
Sequencing

Explore Music 
Sequencing 
Techniques

Unit 7: Music 
Sequencing

Use Music Sequencing 
Techniques to create 

Music 

Note Editing

Note 
Duration/Pitch

/Position/
Velocity

Using 
VST’s

Understanding the 
software Mixer

Volume 
balance

Stereo-
Field

Recording methodsMixing 
Processes

Routing

Unit 1: The Music 
Industry

Students Finish

Organisations within 
the music industry

Job roles within the 
music industry

Compression


